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Introduction

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE

My name is Eric Appleton; | have an Honours Degree in Civil Engineering obtained at
Liverpool University. | also hold a Diploma in Management Studies gained from the
former Trent Polytechnic in Nottingham. | am a Chartered Civil Engineer and a
Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers and Chartered Institution of Highways
and Transportation. | have been employed for over 40 years in the Highways and

Traffic Management field, mainly with various Local Authorities and consultancies.

During my time with Local Authorities and consultancies, | have gained a wide
experience in the assessment and design of solutions to a variety of highway, traffic
management and road safety problems. Particular to this Appeal, my experience
covers issues relating to the quantum and safe movement of pedestrians resulting

from the proposals.

| have visited the site and surrounding areas on several occasions and the following
sections detail my findings on the proposed part closure of Public Footpath
HOL/60/20 and diversion of the same adjacent to Wolfstones Heights Farm in terms

of the impact and safety of the amended route for pedestrians in the area.

The evidence which | have prepared and provide for this Inquiry in this proof of
evidence is true and has been prepared and is given in accordance with the guidance
of my professional institution and | confirm that the opinions expressed are my true

and professional opinions.
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1.2.

1.2.1.

1.2.2.

| confirm that my evidence includes all facts that | regard as being relevant to the
opinions that | have expressed, and that attention has been drawn to any matter that

would affect the validity of those opinions.

| confirm that in preparing my evidence | have assumed the same duty that would
apply to me when giving expert opinions in a court of law under oath or affirmation.
| confirm that this duty overrides any duty to those instructing or paying me, that |
have understood this duty and complied with it in giving my opinions impartially and

objectively, and that | will continue to comply with that duty as required.

| confirm that | am not instructed under any conditional fee arrangements and that |

have no conflicts of interest other than any already disclosed in my evidence.

SCOPE OF EVIDENCE

Via Solutions has been appointed to prepare a proof of evidence on impact and safety
implications of the proposed part closure of Public Footpath HOL/60/20 and diversion

on the vulnerable road users that will use the diverted route.

This proof of evidence has been prepared using data and information from a number
of sources, but the opinions given are my own based on an objective analysis of the
information presented. These sources of data and information include my own
observations of conditions on the highway network in the vicinity, the long term road
safety record, guidance from Manual for Streets 1 and 2 and the significant quantum
of survey data gathered over a period of years by a separate consultancy, Paragon
Highways on the movements of vehicles, pedestrians, cyclist and horses on the local
network. A copy of the report prepared by Paragon Highways can be found at

Appendix C to my evidence'.

11 have seen correspondence to the DfT as to why Paragon Highways has been unable to attend the Public
Inquiry, but there is permission to use its important evidence as set out in its reporting in Appendix C to my

evidence.
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1.2.3.

1.2.4.

1.2.5.

| am advised that those persons who might object to this proposal have raised
concerns in terms of the safety of pedestrians in using the alternative route,
particularly on Wolfstones Road. The objectors suggest that Public Footpath
HOL/60/20 is used by a significant number of people wishing to reach a viewpoint
known as the Wolfstone Heights Trig Point (‘Trig Point’ in this Proof) which lies across
the road to the west of the section to be closed, and the alternate route along
Wolfstones Road would experience a significant increase in usage of this road by
pedestrians and be in conflict with motor vehicles and the road itself, is alleged to be

dangerous as these vehicles travel at high speed.

It is therefore important that my evidence presents to the Inspector the facts on the
matter and to demonstrate that the opinions expressed by the objectors are without

foundation.

In considering how best to address the above concerns, Section 2 of my evidence will
describe the local highway network in more detail and a review of the road safety
record will be presented. | will also draw on the Paragon Highways report (see
Appendix C) with particular regard to the quantum and speed of traffic that has been
surveyed / recorded over a long period of time. | will also describe the findings of my
analysis for the surveys of the pedestrian usage of the network. In Section 3 of my
evidence, | will demonstrate to the Inspector what the actual potential increase in
pedestrian movements on Wolfstones Road will be and compare this to other adjacent
sections of this road and the guidance from Manual for Streets 1 and 2. | draw my

conclusions in Section 4.
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2.1.2.

2.2.

Existing Situation

INTRODUCTION

In this section | will describe the local highway and footpath network and provide a
review of the long term road safety record in the vicinity of the proposal. Using the
surveys carried out by Paragon Highways | will summarise for the Inspector the volume
and speed of traffic which uses Wolfstones Road and also comment on usage by

cyclists and horse riders.

| will then describe my analysis of the pedestrian survey data and present that in tables

and on flow diagrams.

LOCAL HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH NETWORK

PUBLIC FOOTPATH HOL/60/20

2.2.1.

2.2.2.

Public Footpath HOL/60/20 is described on the Kirklees Council website as being a
right of way on foot of some 507m in length in total. In runs generally east to west
from a point where it intersects with several other rights of way (and continues east
to the settlement of Netherthong via HOL/58/30) and terminates in the west where it

intersects with Wolfstones Road.

Public Footpath HOL/60/20 is generally bounded by open fields up to a point about
150m east of Wolfstones Road where the buildings and associated operations of
Wolfstones Heights Farm and Wolfstones Heights border it and is bordered by high
boundary treatments / buildings along a private drive used by both properties for the

last 60m or so.
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2.2.3.

2.24.

2.2.5.

| understand that the defined legal width of the Footpath is 1.2m (4 feet). So, for the
last 150m or so of its length before reaching Wolfstones Road, this width on the
surface forms part of the overall width of the farm and dwellings access drive and is
shared by vehicles due to the overall width of the drive being quite narrow in itself,
though a new driveway has been configured and the southernmost gate appears to
be permanently closed, leaving the northernmost leaf open in order that the 120cm

width of legal footpath on the northernmost side of the driveway remains open.

A screenshot from the Council website showing the route of the Footpath is provided

below:

HOL/60/20

100 m

Extract from Kirklees Public Rights of Way Website

It emerges on to Wolfstones Road effectively on the brow of a hill on the outside of a
bend in the road and opposite a permissive way which leads up to the viewpoint
known as the Trig Point. The road drops quite steeply to the south towards
Upperthong and less steeply to the north towards Moor Lane. The photographs below

illustrate this description.

Proof of Evidence — Highways — Wolfstones Road, Holmfirth - 21104

A\ 4

VIA



Photograph 1: View south on Wolfstones Road from Public Footpath

Photograph 2: View north on Wolfstones Road from Public Footpath
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2.2.6.

As can be seen from Photograph 2 above, there is a grass verge that is part of the
adopted highway, bisected by the driveway entrance to the Wolfstone Heights
building, which leads from the termination/access point of the current Public Footpath
HOL/60/20 northwards to a point where the permissive path constructed by my client
emerges on to Wolfstones Road. | have seen that the Council’s Rights of Way Officer
has described this as a “serviceable verge for walking”, with which | would agree with

and which | discuss further at 3.2, below.

WOLFSTONES ROAD

2.2.7.

2.2.8.

2.2.9.

Wolfstones Road is a rural country route typical of such public highways in the area
surrounding Holmfirth in that it is of variable width, bounded by grass verges, hedges,
fences and stone walls. It is curvilinear in its horizontal alignment and runs up and

down gradients of varying severity depending on the topography of the landscape.

The road is subject to the national speed limit for a single carriageway (60mph) and is
not lit by a system of street lighting. In the vicinity of where Public Footpath
HOL/60/20 joins Wolfstones Road the carriageway surface is circa 6m or more in
width. The intersection is on the outside of a reasonably sharp bend in the road which
tends to reduce vehicle speeds. The visibility (on the eastern side of the road where
Footpath 60 terminates / begins) to the south of the intersection is reasonable but is
impaired slightly by the continuing bend in the road and downhill gradient beyond

the brow. To the north the visibility is again reduced by the bend in the road.

To the south of the intersection the grass verges are of narrow width and steeply
graded and not suitable for walking along. However, to the north, whilst the verge to
the west side is also quite steeply graded, the verge on the east side (the side which
the Footpath joins and on the outside of the bend) is generally quite level and of a
width between 0.9 and 1.5m. The latter continues for about 118m to the driveway

serving Wolfstones Heights and then ends slightly beyond.
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2.2.10.

2.2.11.

2.2.12.

A permissive footpath has been constructed to the north side of this driveway which
skirts the northern and eastern boundaries to Wolfstones Heights before running
parallel to Public Footpath HOL/60/20 for a short distance before it connects to the
same. It is this permissive footpath that, should the Inspector approve the part
stopping up of Public Footpath HOL/60/20, will become the diverted route of the
public right of way.

The location where the permissive footpath joins Wolfstones Road benefits from
visibility better in both directions than exists at the intersection of HOL/60/20 with the

highway.

The aforementioned visibility is shown in the photographs below:

Photograph 3: View south on Wolfstones Road from Permissive Footpath
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Photograph 4: View north on Wolfstones Road from Permissive Footpath

PERMISSIVE FOOTPATH LEADING TO TRIG POINT

2.2.13.

There is a part-verge which is completely covered in vegetation which exists leading
off the west side of Wolfstones Road on the inside of the bend and opposite the point
where Public Footpath HOL/60/20 intersects the highway. This path leads up to the
entranceway to the viewpoint known as the Trig Point. A sign has been erected at the

intersection as shown in the photograph below.
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2.2.14.

Photograph 5: View of sign at start of permissive footpath to Trig Point

The sign states that the path is not a public right of way but public access is permitted
by the landowner (Holme Valley Land Charity). As such, that permission can be taken
away at a moment's notice. For convenience | have provided a photograph of the

sign plate below.
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2.2.15.

2.2.16.

2.2.17.

i

Photograph 6: View of sign plate at access to Trig Point

There is a public footpath sign on a post a few metres from the above sign but this
directs walkers down Public Footpath HOL/60/20 (which is across the road) and not

along the permissive path to the Trig Point.

It was noted on my site visits that when walkers egress the permissive path from the
Trig Point, being on the inside of a reasonably sharp bend in Wolfstones Road, and
with sloping verges and hedgerows to the north and south of the intersection, the
visibility afforded to pedestrians is severely restricted. Indeed | tended to rely on the
ability to hear an approaching vehicle rather than being able to see it which then

allowed me to step out in to the carriageway and then take observations.

To assist the Inspector the photographs below illustrate the above point.
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Photograph 7: View to north from permissive path to Trig Point (also shows Public

Footpath Sign for HOL/60/20 opposite)

Photograph 8: View to south from permissive path to Trig Point
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2.2.18.

2.2.19.

2.3.

2.3.1.

2.3.2.

| have been provided with a statement prepared by a Mr J Cunliffe who is a local
retired highways engineer. On reading his statement | note that much of his evidence
centres around his road safety concerns regarding the use / encouragement of use of
the permissive path to the Trig Point in its present location and suggests that should

be moved further north along Wolfstones Road to a better (and safer) location.

| do not disagree with Mr Cunliffe's comments and sentiments based on my
observations and site visits in relation to the permissive path to the Trig Point but that
is not really a matter for determination at this Inquiry. However, | note he does
support and comment on the proposed part closure / diversion of HOL/60/20 in that
he considers it (the diversion) emerges on to Wolfstones Road in a safer location and

so will improve road safety for users in the future.

ROAD SAFETY RECORD

The Crashmap website has been used to provide an indication of the road safety
record on the local highway network. Crashmap obtains this information from various
sources and plots the collisions on mapping with colour coding for slight, serious and
fatally injured casualties. The study period | have used is considerably longer than the
minimum of three years often referred to by road safety engineers (sometimes five

years).

Crashmap has data from 1t January 1999 to 30™ June 2020 which is a period of some
21.5 years. The data available shows that there have been no collisions which resulted
in injuries recorded over that study period in the vicinity of the bend in Wolfstones
Road and the Footpath under consideration and for some considerable distance in

either direction.

Proof of Evidence — Highways — Wolfstones Road, Holmfirth - 21104

N £

VIA

13-



2.3.3.

2.34.

2.4.

2.4.1.

24.2.

Therefore, as in most rural locations of this type, whilst the highway geometry is not
ideal and to modern standards, as will be shown later in my evidence the combination
of low traffic flows, low vehicle speeds and low pedestrian flows as well, does not
cause a road safety problem of any description and the local highway network is and

will continue to operate safely following the stopping up and diversion.

A screenshot of the Crashmap website is provided below.

crashma p.co.u k CrashMap Data: Great Britain 1999 - 2019 (verified) - 2020 Provisional data to June

Home CrashMap Pro

Years

22 of 22 years selected

Severity
Fatal
Serious
Slight
Incident Severity i é 14----

4 Vehicles Involved:
Slight Serious Fatal
: All Vihicls Types

[ 1

Screenshot of Crashmap Record of Collisions between 01/01/99 and 30/06/20

VEHICLE TRAFFIC FLOWS

In order to determine the actual level of traffic using Wolfstones Road | have examined
the data used within the report prepared by Paragon Highways which can be found

in Appendix C of my evidence.

The surveys (traffic, speed and pedestrian) were carried out on four weekdays and four
days at weekends between the hours of 8am to 4pm over a period of three years in
different seasons. | consider this to be a thorough and comprehensive study of

conditions in the area.
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2.4.3.

244,

2.4.5.

2.5.

2.5.1.

2.5.2.

With regard to the traffic surveys, | have taken the daily and peak hourly flows for each
survey in each direction and summarised them. | have then calculated the average
flows on a weekday and at the weekend these are shown in Table 2 in Appendix A of

my evidence.

As can be seen from Table 2 in Appendix A, the average daily two way traffic flow on
Wolfstones Road does not vary materially between a weekday and the weekend with
circa 180 vehicles recorded. This equates to an average hourly flow of around 23
vehicles and as the table shows, the average peak hourly flow is just less than 40
vehicles. These figures equate to one vehicle movement every 2.6 minutes and 1.5

minutes respectively.

Based on my experience and knowledge of traffic flows, | am of the opinion that

Wolfstones Road is a very lightly trafficked route.

VEHICLE SPEED

The surveys undertaken by Paragon Highways also included the speed of vehicles on
Wolfstones Road in the vicinity of where the Public Footpath HOL/60/20 intersects
with the highway. These were recorded on the same days and time periods as the
other surveys in their report. The surveys were analysed in order to determine the

85™ percentile speed of traffic in each direction on each day.

| have taken each of these speed surveys and summarised them. | have then
calculated the average of these 85™ percentile speeds recorded on a weekday and at

the weekend and these are shown in Table 2 in Appendix A of my evidence.
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2.5.3.

2.54.

2.6.

2.6.1.

2.6.2.

2.6.3.

2.64.

2.1.

2.7.1.

As can be seen from Table 2 in Appendix A, the average speed of traffic on the section
of Wolfstones Road under consideration does not vary materially between a weekday

and the weekend with between 19 and 20.3mph recorded in either direction.

It is my opinion, based on the survey data gathered, that the horizontal and vertical
alignment of Wolfstones Road in the section under consideration has a significant
affect in reducing actual vehicle speeds. It is evident to me that vehicle speeds are
very low and that there is no substance to the suggestion made by objectors that

vehicles travel at high speed around this bend.

CYCLISTS AND HORSE RIDERS

| have also analysed the survey data for the movement of cycles and horses on the
local network in the same manner as the other users and summarised them in Table

3 in Appendix A of my evidence.

My analysis shows that there are very few horse movements in the area (at worst 3
per day on average). There are horses kept at Wolfstones Heights Farm which is

probably the prime generator of these negligible movements.

There are 8 and 24 cycle movements per day on average on a weekday or at the
weekend respectively. This equates to between 1 and 3 cycle movements per hour.

This quantum of movement is considered to be very low / negligible.

It is my opinion, based on the analysis of the survey data, that the potential for conflict

between cyclists and horse riders with other road users is negligible.

PEDESTRIAN FLOWS (AS SURVEYED)

| have performed the same analyses of the significant quantity of data gathered on

pedestrian movements in the area. | have taken the daily flows for each movement in
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2.7.2.

2.7.3.

2.74.

2.7.5.

each direction from the Paragon Highways report and summarised them. | have then
calculated the average flows on a weekday and at the weekend these are shown in

Table 4 in Appendix A of my evidence.

The figures in Table 4 provide a breakdown of all the movements and provides an
indication of the direction which pedestrian take when using Public Footpath
HOL/60/20 at its intersection with Wolfstones Road. To assist the Inspector, | have
extracted the flows from Table 4 relevant to the usage of the access to the Trig Point
and these are shown in Table 5 in Appendix A. These flows are also shown graphically

in Figures 1 and 2 in Appendix B for the weekday and weekend surveys respectively.

Before | comment on the surveyed movements, | would wish to comment generally
on the quantum of the surveyed pedestrian flows. It has to be remembered that these
flows have been observed over an 8-hour period. On a weekday none of the
movements at the intersection with Wolfstones Road exceed 10 per day and on a
weekend, 13 per day. The section of the network which experiences the greatest
usage by pedestrians is Wolfstones Road to the south of the intersection with a total
of 55 movements (at the weekend) which equates to an average of 7 pedestrians per

hour or about one every nine minutes.

So overall, the quantum of pedestrian movements in the area is generally low which
when combined with low traffic volumes and speeds does not, in my opinion cause a

significant road safety problem.

However, in commenting further on individual pedestrian movements | believe it is

important to quote the quantum as well as the percentage of movements.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH HOL/60/20

2.7.6.

From Table 4 and Figures 1 and 2 it can be seen that of the 12 and 31 movements per

day, 5 (42%) and 14 (45%) walk to / from the access to the Trig Point (on a weekday
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and weekend respectively). The remaining (the majority) of movements walk to / from
Upperthong and some walk to Moor Lane. Of the four legs to this intersection, Public
Footpath HOL/60/20 is the least used by pedestrians compared to Wolfstones Road

and the Trig Point access.

WOLFSTONES ROAD

2.7.7.

2.7.8.

The two approaches to the area along Wolfstones Road are the busiest in terms of
pedestrian movements with flows to / from Moor Lane of 18 and 33 per day which
use this route on a weekday and the weekend respectively, and with flows of 28 and

55 respectively to and from Upperthong.

As | have inferred in my introduction to this section, even a flow of 55 pedestrians per
day cannot be considered excessive or dangerous and this has not resulted in a

recognisable road safety problem.

PERMISSIVE FOOTPATH LEADING TO TRIG POINT

2.7.9.

2.7.10.

From the surveys carried out and with reference to Tables 4 and 5 and Figures 1 and
2, the permissive access to the Trig Point is a busier route than Public Footpath
HOL/60/20 with 16 and 43 movements on a weekday and the weekend respectively

compared to 12 and 31 respectively.

My analysis shows that the majority of movements at its intersection with Wolfstones
Road, contrary to what is suggested by some objectors, is not to and from HOL/60/20.
Indeed, as Table 5 clearly shows, of the 16 and 43 people who used the access to the
Trig Point on a weekday and the weekend respectively, only 5 (31%) and 14 (33%)
respectively used Public Footpath HOL/60/20. The majority of people who use the
access to / from the Trig Point use Wolfstones Road with almost twice as many to /

from Upperthong than Moor Lane.

Proof of Evidence — Highways — Wolfstones Road, Holmfirth - 21104

e

VIA

18----



3.

3.1.

Proposed Situation

INTRODUCTION

In this section, | will provide to the Inspector further information on the proposed
closure (part) of Public Footpath HOL/60/20 and diversion in terms of impact on
pedestrian movements and will demonstrate to the Inspector what the actual
potential increase in pedestrian movements on Wolfstones Road will be and compare
this to other adjacent sections of this road and the guidance from Manual for Streets

1 and 2.

3.2. ANALYSIS

LENGTH OF DIVERSION OF PEDESTRIANS USING NEW ROUTE FOR FOOTPATH
HOL/60/20

3.2.1.

3.2.2.

In Section 2.2 of my evidence, | describe the existing Public Footpath HOL/60/20 in

some detail. | will add to this as follows.

The proposed stopping up (part) commences at Point A on the draft Order plan which
is some 151Tm from the junction with Wolfstones Road (Point B on the draft Order
plan). The diverted route runs initially just to the north of and parallel to the existing
route of the footpath for about 77m before turning northwards and slightly west to
join Wolfstones Road over a further distance of some 149m. This latter point is some
118m north of the existing intersection of Public Footpath HOL/60/20 with Wolfstones
Road (at Point B on the draft Order plan).
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3.2.3.

3.24.

3.2.5.

The actual net increase in walking distance between Points A and B on the draft Order

plan, taking account of the parallel section of 77m can be calculated as follows:

Distance between Points A and B on draft Order plan = ....................... 151Tm
Total length of diversion between Points A and B (77 + 149 + 118) = 344m

Net increase in walking distance (344 — 157) = .o 193m

| am advised from information provided that the Public Rights of Way Officer from the
Council have previously indicated that the grass verge along the east side of
Wolfstones Road is “serviceable” ... “for walking”. | am also informed that Highways
Officers from the Council would not wish to see this verge (between the present and
proposed locations for the termination of the public footpath) surfaced as this would

have drainage implications elsewhere.

Using guidance from the IHT for walking, a distance of 193m would take someone
about 2.5minutes to traverse which, given the low number of pedestrians affected by
the proposals, is considered not unreasonable or too arduous. Indeed, whilst the new
route might be slightly longer, it is over a more gentle gradient and continues a traffic

free environment over a longer distance.

EFFECT OF DIVERSION OF PUBLIC FOOTPATH HOL/60/20 ON PEDESTRIAN FLOWS

3.2.6.

In order to determine the effect of the part stopping up / diversion of Public Footpath
HOL/60/20 | have reassigned the various turning movements recorded in the surveys
at the intersection between Public Footpath HOL/60/20, Wolfstones Road and the
access to the Trig Point. This is shown on Figures 3 and 4 in Appendix B of my

evidence for the weekday and weekend flows.
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3.2.7.

As might be expected the main change in pedestrian flows will occur on the section
of Wolfstones Road between the existing and proposed termination points of Public
Footpath HOL/60/20. | have compared the flows from Figures 1 and 2 to those in

Figures 3 and 4 and the table below summarises this.

TABLE 1. PEDESTRIAN FLOWS ON WOLFSTONES ROAD SECTION

3.2.8.

3.2.9.

3.2.10.

Weekday Weekend
Northbound Southbound Northbound Southbound
7 11 15 18
12 16 27 33

As can be seen from the above table, the current daily pedestrian flow on this section
of Wolfstones Road is 18 and 33 on a weekday and at the weekend respectively. It is
anticipated that the daily pedestrian flow on this section will increase to 28 and 60
respectively. As a worst case that is an increase from about 4 movements per hour to

7.5 movements per hour so still a low number of pedestrians in real terms.

This increase is also on a section of Wolfstones Road where actual surveyed vehicle
speeds are low (around 20mph) and so too are traffic volumes (typically 38 vehicles

per hour.

It is noteworthy that current pedestrian flows on the section of Wolfstones Road south
of this section on the bend are currently 28 and 55 per day on weekdays and at the
weekend respectively. So, the proposed pedestrian movements described above are
no different to that which already exists to the immediate south of it except that as
the latter section is more open and lacks any meaningful lengths of grass verge to

walk on and speeds are likely to be higher.
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3.2.11.

3.2.12.

3.2.13.

The location where the proposed termination of HOL/60/20 joins Wolfstones Road
benefits from visibility better than exists at the intersection of HOL/60/20 with the
highway. Once joining Wolfstones Road, the normal practice for walkers along
country lanes is to travel along the side of the road facing the oncoming traffic.
However, in situations such as on the section of Wolfstones Road under consideration
on a reasonably sharp, many walkers will use the edge of the carriageway on the
outside of the bend so as to provide a better forward view of oncoming traffic. Thus,
the presence of the commodious and serviceable (for walking on) grass verge on the
outside of this bend between the two termination points offers an even greater degree

of protection for pedestrians walking in either direction.

The guidance in Manual for Streets suggests that where vehicle speeds are
constrained, and volumes of traffic are less than 100 vehicles per hour then streets
where pedestrians share the same road space as vehicles will work well. This logic
could be reasonably applied to the section of Wolfstones Road under consideration

here.

It is my opinion, that whilst the proposed part closure and diversion of Public Footpath
HOL/60/20 will slightly increase pedestrian movements on a short (118m) length of
Wolfstones Road, this would be of a similar level to that which exists on the same road
to the south and on a section of road with low speeds and traffic volumes. As a result,
this proposal would not result in a material or significant increase in pedestrian /

vehicle conflict on Wolfstones Road.
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Summary and Conclusions

My evidence presents factual information regarding the local highway and footpath
network, my own observations of conditions, the long term road safety record on the
road network and the comprehensive survey data gathered by a separate consultancy,
Paragon Highways, over a period of years. | have analysed all this information and my

evidence can be summarised as follows.

| have shown that the current traffic volumes on Wolfstones Road are generally low
(about 180 vehicles per day) as is the speed of that traffic around the sharp bend in
the location where Public Footpath HOL/60/20 intersects with it (about 20mph). There
is no record of a collision resulting in injury on this section of road over the last 21.5

years. Use by cycles and horses is considered to be negligible.

A detailed analysis of the pedestrian flow surveys show that the quantum of
movements is generally low. The surveys show that less than half of the pedestrians
which use Public Footpath HOL/60/20 then continue and use the permissive path to
the Trig Point. Indeed, the surveys show that of all the movements using the path to
the Trig Point, at most a third used Public Footpath HOL/60/20 with the majority using

Wolfstones Road.

My evidence also shows that whilst the proposed part closure and diversion of Public
Footpath HOL/60/20 will slightly increase pedestrian flows on Wolfstones Road, those
flows will be of the same order as already exists on the section of that road to the
south which and would be along a road where traffic travels at low speed and there is
a convenient grass verge to use if need be (which does not exist to the south). | also
show that the slightly longer distance (193m) for some people to have to walk would

add about 2.5minutes to their journey but along a more gentle traffic free grade.
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It is suggested by some objectors that the existing Public Footpath HOL/60/20 is used
by a significant number of people wishing to reach the Trig Point, and the alternate
route along Wolfstones Road would experience a significant increase in usage of this
road by pedestrians and be in conflict with motor vehicles and the road itself, is
alleged to be dangerous as these vehicles travel at high speed. On the basis of the
factual information | have gathered and analysis of the same, | conclude there is no

substance to any of these opinions and are without foundation.

In conclusion, whilst the proposed part closure and diversion of Public Footpath
HOL/60/20 will slightly increase pedestrian movements on a short length of
Wolfstones Road, this would be of a similar level to that which exists on the same road
to the south and on a section of road with low speeds and traffic volumes. The
presence of a convenient grass verge along this section of road will further aid
pedestrian movements. As a result, this proposal would not result in a material or
significant increase in pedestrian / vehicle conflict on Wolfstones Road and | would

respectfully request that the Secretary of State allows the Order to be finally made.
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